THE QARA MOUNTAINS

'Is she young ?'

'No, old!3

'Twenty/ I suggested.

'God forbid/ he replied, 'eighteen perhaps. He will
divorce her and she also will marry another/

It is scarcely surprising that marriage in these mountains
is embarked upon in a spirit of levity. The bride is a
marketable chattel. The most expensive costs about twenty
cows (four hundred dollars), the cheapest one cow or even
ten dollars-this marriage price is termed gailap. The
bridegroom and bride's male representative, generally
father or brother, descend to the plain where a Qadhi
legalises the marriage, and on returning, the womenfolk of
the tribe, preceded by men of her locality, conduct her to
the cave of her spouse, where the only furniture will be a
small carpet bought for the occasion. The man will have
slaughtered a cow or perhaps two, if he is well off, as a
feast, but beyond the rabot chanting of the men1 there is
no wild dancing and merry-making such as mark the rite of
male circumcision.

Divorce is supremely easy for the man, as throughout all
Arabia. He has only to tire of his wife and say so in the
usual formula and she must go home to her father, with a
parting gift of half a cow. Divorce by the woman is also
easy, though financially more onerous, for she must return
to him half the marriage price, which may amount to ten
cows. Both are immediately free to marry again. Divorce
does not require a Qadhi's sanction, so marriages and
divorces are frequent. A man may by religious law have
four wives at any one time, but the general rule is one, or
at most two. If a woman has borne her husband children

1 See Appendix VI.
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